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WHAT DOES A 
SCARCITY MINDSET 

LOOK LIKE?
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WHAT IS KEEPING CANADIANS UP AT NIGHT? – JULY 2024
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SCARCITY CREATED A DEEP 
DESIRE FOR POLITICAL CHANGE.

---
INCUMBENT 

GOVERNMENTS WERE IN 
TROUBLE EVERYWHERE
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12%
Believed the Liberals 

deserved to be re-elected.
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FEDERAL VOTE INTENTION
THE WEEK JUSTIN TRUDEAU ANNOUNCED HIS RESIGNATION

NATIONAL

CONSERVATIVE 47%

LIBERAL 20%

NDP 17%
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SCARCITY PRECARITY
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WHAT DOES A PRECARITY 
MINDSET LOOK LIKE?
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WHAT IS KEEPING CANADIANS UP AT NIGHT? – LAST WEEK
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68%
Worried about their 
ability to afford basic 

needs over next 6 
months.

70%
Likely to delay major life 
decisions due to financial 

uncertainty
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THE TOP ISSUES

62%
35%
35%
34%

33%
27%

21%
17%

14%
12%

6%
3%

2%

The rising cost of living
Healthcare

The economy
Housing affordability and accessibility
Donald Trump and his administration

Immigration
Crime and public safety

Job security and unemployment
Climate change and the environment

Inequality and poverty
The threat posed by China and Russia

Indigenous reconciliation
Chinese election interference
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THE TOP ISSUES – Younger vs. Older
13%

9%
8%

4%
2%

1%
1%
1%

0%
-3%

-8%
-10%

-19%

Job security and unemployment
Inequality and poverty

Housing affordability and accessibility
Indigenous reconciliation

Climate change and the environment
Immigration

Crime and public safety
Chinese election interference

The threat posed by China and Russia
The rising cost of living

Healthcare
The economy

Donald Trump and his administration

Canadians 
Under 44 More 

Focused On:

Canadians 45+ More 
Focused On
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THE TOP ISSUES – Liberal vs. Conservative
26%

12%
7%

6%
2%

0%
0%

0%
0%

-11%
-11%
-12%

-20%

Donald Trump and his administration
Climate change and the environment

Inequality and poverty
Healthcare

Job security and unemployment
The threat posed by China and Russia

Chinese election interference
Indigenous reconciliation

Housing affordability and accessibility
The rising cost of living
Crime and public safety

The economy
Immigration

Liberal 
supporters more 

focused on

Conservatives more 
focused on
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Scarcity is about short-term survival.

Precarity is about long-term uncertainty
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Scarcity is asking “Will there be enough?”

Precarity is asking “Will we be okay?”
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40%
OF YOUNG CANADIANS
BELIEVE IT SHOULD BE 

ILLEGAL TO OWN A SECOND HOME.
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PRECARITY IS CHALLENGING A 
LONG-HELD CONCENSUS

---
IMMIGRATION
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72%
CANADIANS BELIEVE 

CANADA’S IMMIGRATION 
TARGET IS TOO HIGH



Canadians need 
reassurance that they 

will be able to feed 
their families, stay 
healthy, and meet 

their needs without 
constant stress.
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WHAT I’M WATCHING…
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#1
Will the “national projects” 

framing be enough to rebuild 
public confidence?
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Where is Canada’s greatest economic opportunity 
over the next 10 years?

43%

36%

35%

34%

32%

28%

18%

16%

15%

14%

Natural resources (oil, gas, mining)

Housing and infrastructure development

Technology and artificial intelligence

Healthcare innovation, biotechnology, and life sciences

Agriculture and food production

Clean Technology & green innovation

Tourism and culture

Defence and aerospace

Financial services like banking and insurance

Logistics and transportation
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#2
What impact will AI have on…

Public mood
Politics

Employment security
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ONLY

17%
BELIEVE THEY WILL BENEFIT FROM

“UNLEASHING AI”
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6 in 10
BELIEVE AI WILL 

ELMININATE MORE JOBS 
THAN IT CREATES
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So…
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abacusdata.ca

Stay in Touch
david@abacusdata.ca

613-884-4730
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