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The National Cannabis Working Group (NCWG) is pleased to make a written submission with 
respect to Health Canada’s proposed regulations amending certain regulations concerning 
cannabis research and testing and cannabis beverages, as published in Canada Gazette, Part 1, 
on March 12, 2022.  
 
The National Cannabis Working Group represents members across the cannabis sector, 
including licenced producers, retailers, and ancillary businesses. The NCWG makes the following 
comments in response to the proposed regulations: 
 
 
Obstacles to Medical Cannabis Research 
 
Article 62 of the Cannabis Act grants the Minister of Health the authority to refuse or grant an 
import permit on various grounds, including refusing an import “if the importation of cannabis is 
for the purposes of exporting it.” The decision is meant to be discretionary, and is premised in 
Canada’s international treaties with the stated aim to avoid exporting products from a legal 
market to an illegal market. Medical cannabis research is frequently impacted by this provision, 
which has significant consequences for clinical trials and patient drug access. 
 
The NCWG calls on Health Canada to exercise discretion and improve patient access by 
permitting imports of medical cannabis to facilitate the development of drugs to be used in clinical 
trials. Health Canada could also permit more companies to take part in clinical research by 
adopting a policy of equivalent acceptance between Good Production Practices (GPP) and Good 
Manufacturing Practices (GMP), especially where GMP meets GPP or even surpasses it. 
 
 
Dried Cannabis Equivalency for Cannabis Beverages 
 
The NCWG is aligned with Health Canada’s proposal to increase the dried cannabis equivalency 
for cannabis beverages so that 1 g of dried cannabis is equal to 570 g of cannabis beverages. 
We believe the change to section 122.4(2)(c) of the Cannabis Regulations is appropriate given 
the total quantity of THC in any containers containing multiple containers of edible cannabis does 
not exceed 10 mg total.  
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Health Canada provides the following regulatory impact analysis on this proposed amendment: 
 

In addition to the restrictions on purchase, the current equivalency has the effect, in 
practice, of imposing stricter restrictions on total THC for cannabis beverages. Given that 
edible cannabis products, such as beverages, have a limit of 10 mg of THC per immediate 
container, the maximum amount of THC an adult could possess in this form is 50 mg (5 
cans × 10 mg of THC). Other forms of cannabis that are also subject to the 10 mg THC 
cap, such as solid edible cannabis products (e.g. gummies and chocolate bars), are not 
affected in the same manner since their dried cannabis equivalency allows for the 
possession of a greater number of these products. For example, an adult could possess or 
distribute 45 × 10 g chocolate bars containing a total of 450 mg of THC. 
 

The above statement recognizes that a consumer can legally purchase and publicly possess up 
to 45 10g chocolate bars, which would total 450 mg of THC (45 x 10 mg).  
 
However, the NCWG suggests that a licenced producer should therefore be permitted to package 
and sell edible cannabis with a total of 450 mg of THC, with the provision that no individual 
container exceed 10 mg. In the process, the outermost container would still comply with Cannabis 
Regulations, particularly sections 111-122, which stipulate that packaging design must “protect 
young persons from inducements to use cannabis.” 
 
Doing so would also continue to deliver on the tenets of the Cannabis Act, especially in the 
context of displacing the illicit market. By providing multipacks of edibles to consumers, licenced 
producers can compete against the illicit market as multipacks are widely available in the illicit 
market. 
 
 


