
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 13, 2009 
 

 
The Honourable Chuck Strahl, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and 
Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
10 Wellington Street  
Gatineau, QC   
K1A 0H4 
 
 
Dear Minister: 
 
 
In October, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce concluded its 80th 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Victoria.  A major highlight of our AGM 
is the Policy Session.  It is during the Policy Session that resolutions 
submitted by local chambers of commerce and boards of trade from 
across Canada are debated and voted on by accredited delegates.  Once 
approved, these resolutions become policy of the Canadian Chamber for 
the following three years.  In 2009, our delegates issued a clear and 
decisive national policy mandate that we intend to pursue vigorously with 
the federal government over the coming months.   
 
The following resolutions, which pertain to your portfolio, were adopted by 
our delegates. 
 
First Nations Land Claims 
Uncertainty over the ownership of lands subject to First Nations land 
claims is a national problem stifling economic development and 
threatening public safety.  The Canadian Chamber recommends that the 
federal government work with the provinces, territories and First Nations 
communities to resolve all outstanding land claims by 2020; expedite the 
process by developing a consistent and transparent approach to the 
evaluation of compensation for claims that is reflective of local/regional 
realities, and where an offer of compensation does not lead to final 
settlement within twelve months, bring the matter forward immediately to 
the courts. 
 
Aboriginal Labour Force Strategy: Tapping into an Underutilized Pool 
of Labour Supply 
Even with the economic crisis, Canada continues to face a skills shortage 
that will only escalate with our aging population.  Canada must position 
itself to fill this skills gap by tapping into underutilized pools of labour, such  
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as the Aboriginal community which represents the largest untapped labour 
force in the country.   The Canadian Chamber recommends the federal 
government, the business community, provinces, territories, Aboriginal 
communities and Aboriginal service providers coordinate their efforts to 
improve Aboriginal economic and labour market outcomes;  strengthen 
electronic linkages to better connect Aboriginal clients to services and 
employers; and adopt flexible funding approaches that encourage 
successful economic development partnerships with Aboriginal 
communities. 
 
Reforming the Resource Development Regulatory Regime in the 
NWT 
Changes are required to the regulatory regime governing resource 
development in the Northwest Territories to reverse its declining economic 
contribution to Canada’s overall mineral exploration and to accelerate the 
nation’s economic recovery.  The Canadian Chamber recommends the 
federal government address 13 key priorities it has identified,e.g.,  
completing land use plans; clarifying consultation requirements; ensuring 
board capacity on the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board, the 
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board, the Sahtu Land 
and Water Board, the Gwich’in Land and Water Board, and the Wek’èezhìi 
Land and Water Board; commissioning a second NWT environmental 
audit; introducing surface rights legislation related to land access; and 
coordinating federal responsibilities through a made-in-the-North 
equivalent of the Major Projects Office. 

 
The Mackenzie Gas Project 
Proceeding with the Mackenzie Gas Project would accelerate Canada’s 
economic recovery, affirm our sovereignty in the North and provide social 
and infrastructure benefits to the people of the Northwest Territories.  The 
Canadian Chamber recommends the federal government ensures the 
Mackenzie Gas Project is not placed at a competitive disadvantage 
relative to other large scale North American energy projects through such 
measures as directly investing in the Project; providing tax breaks and 
loan guarantees; committing economic stimulus funds to adjacent 
infrastructure projects to lower costs; and maximize First Nations and Inuit 
involvement in the project.  
 
Strategic Investments in NWT Hydro Development 
Power generation using fossil fuels in the Northwest Territories’ (NWT) is 
the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in this highly-sensitive 
region of the country. To reduce NWT’s dependence upon fossil fuels, the 
Canadian Chamber recommends the federal government invest in 
strategic hydro developments in the region; and fund a north-south grid 
that would facilitate the export of clean northern hydroelectric power to 
southern markets. 
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Completion of an All-Weather North-South Trans Canada Highway    
Canada’s development has relied upon east-west transportation linkages. 
It is time to create an all-weather highway connecting Canada’s North and 
South. Construction of this highway would create thousands of jobs and 
has the potential to inject $58.9 billion into Canada’s economy. 
 
The full texts of these resolutions are attached and I would be pleased to 
discuss them with you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perrin Beatty 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Attachments 
 
c.c.  Michael Wernick, Deputy Minister, Indian and Northern Affairs 
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