
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 13, 2009 

 
The Honourable Gail Shea, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans 
200 Kent Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0E6 
 
 
Dear Minister: 

 
 

In October, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce concluded its 80th 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Victoria.  One of the highlights of 
Chamber’s AGM is the Policy Session.  It is during the Policy Session that 
resolutions submitted by local chambers of commerce and boards of trade 
from across the country are debated and voted on by accredited 
delegates.  Once approved, these resolutions become the policy position 
of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce for three years.  This year, our 
delegates issued a clear and decisive national policy mandate that we 
intend to pursue vigorously with the federal government over the coming 
months.   
 
Beyond those issues we have already brought to your attention, our 
renewed national policy mandate includes an issue that falls within your 
portfolio.   
 
National Marine Conservation Areas 
 
There is a great deal of confusion about the responsibilities of various 
agencies and their planning processes and regulatory authorities for the 
marine environment.  The federal government needs to put one agency in 
charge of the stewardship and sustainable management of the marine 
environment in Canada and that agency should be the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2

 
 
Should you wish to discuss these issues further, I would be pleased to do 
so. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perrin Beatty 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
Attachments 
 
 
CC:  Claire Dansereau, Deputy Minister, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
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