
 
 
 
 
 
November 13, 2009 

 
 

The Honourable Gerry Ritz, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
1341 Baseline Road 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0C5 
 
 
Dear Minister: 

 
In October, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce concluded its 80th 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Victoria.  One of the highlights of 
Chamber’s AGM is the Policy Session.  It is during the Policy Session that 
resolutions submitted by local chambers of commerce and boards of trade 
from across the country are debated and voted on by accredited 
delegates.  Once approved, these resolutions become the policy position 
of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce for three years.  This year, our 
delegates issued a clear and decisive national policy mandate that we 
intend to pursue vigorously with the federal government over the coming 
months.   
 
Beyond those issues we have already brought to your attention, our 
renewed national policy mandate includes an issue that falls within your 
portfolio.   
 
Product of Canada Label:  Without prior consultation, the government 
has implemented a 98% level of Canadian content for use of the Product 
of Canada label, which surprised the national food processing industry. 
We recommend that the government revise this policy and put the number 
back to 85% for Canadian content required for a food product to be eligible 
to use the Product of Canada claim on its label.  

 
I have attached a copy of the full resolution passed at our Annual General 
Meeting for your review.  
 
Sincerely, 

Perrin Beatty 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Attachments 
 
c.c.  John Knubley, Deputy Minister, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
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