
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 13, 2009 
 
 
The Honourable Christian Paradis, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Public Works and Government Services 
Public Works and Government Services Canada 
11 Laurier Street  
Gatineau, QC  
K1A 0S5 
 
 
Dear Minister: 
 
 
In October, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce concluded its 80th 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Victoria.  A major highlight of our AGM 
is the Policy Session.  It is during the Policy Session that resolutions 
submitted by local chambers of commerce and boards of trade from 
across Canada are debated and voted on by accredited delegates.  Once 
approved, these resolutions become policy of the Canadian Chamber for 
the following three years.  In 2009, our delegates issued a clear and 
decisive national policy mandate that we intend to pursue vigorously with 
the federal government over the coming months.   
 
The following resolution, adopted as Canadian Chamber policy, pertains to 
your portfolio. 
 
Relocation of Federal Government Offices 
The Canadian Chamber recognizes and approves of federal government 
initiatives to deliver services efficiently and cost-effectively.  However, 
there needs to be greater consultations with communities that are affected 
by service reductions as a result of the removal of government offices from 
their communities they have time to work with the federal government in 
addressing concerns of its citizens.  The Canadian Chamber recommends 
the federal government undertake a review of the centralization of its 
offices and its effect on service delivery to citizens to ensure that service 
delivery respond to the needs of all communities; and consults with local 
communities prior to relocation of government offices so they have an 
opportunity to provide input on any planned service reductions. 
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Should you wish to discuss these issues further, I would be pleased to do 
so. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perrin Beatty 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Attachment 
 
c.c. François Guimont, Deputy Minister/Deputy Receiver General 

for Canada, Public Works and Government Services Canada 
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