
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 13, 2009 
 

 
The Honourable Robert Nicholson, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada 
Justice Canada 
Room 105, East Block House of Commons  
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 
 
 
Dear Minister: 
 
 
In October, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce concluded its 80th 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Victoria.  A major highlight of our AGM 
is the Policy Session.  It is during the Policy Session that resolutions 
submitted by local chambers of commerce and boards of trade from 
across Canada are debated and voted on by accredited delegates.  Once 
approved, these resolutions become policy of the Canadian Chamber for 
the following three years.  In 2009, our delegates issued a clear and 
decisive national policy mandate that we intend to pursue vigorously with 
the federal government over the coming months.   
 
The following resolutions, which pertain to your portfolio, were adopted by 
our delegates. 
 
Fighting Cybercrime Beyond ID Theft and Spam 
We welcomed the government’s action on identity theft with the passage 
of Bill S-4. Beyond that, more can still be done to fight cybercrime. The 
Canadian Chamber is pleased that the government is looking to amend 
the Criminal Code to modernize search, seizure and intercept provisions 
with Bill C-47 currently being debated in the House of Commons.   
 
Counterfeiting and Piracy 
Product counterfeiting and piracy continues to have a major impact in 
Canada and worldwide. Changes are desperately needed to Canada’s 
intellectual property rights regime to ensure Canadian law enforcement 
have the authority and power to search and seize suspected counterfeit 
goods at Canada’s gateways.  
 
Increased Sentences for Repeat Offenders 
To reduce crime, Canada needs to deal more strongly with the chronic 
offenders who are responsible for a significant proportion of the crime 
inflicted upon the citizens, businesses and other organizations in Canada.   
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The Canadian Chamber recommends the federal government amend the 
Criminal Code by adding the following clause: 
“S718.2(a)(vi) evidence that the offence committed is part of a continuing 
pattern or history of criminal convictions that indicates that the public 
interest may be served by an increased length of incarceration.” 
 
Establishing a Register of Repeat Offenders and a Register of Violent 
Offenders 
It is in the public interest that information be made available to the public 
and law enforcement on individuals who have been convicted of violent 
criminal offenses. While some information is available to police in Canada, 
it is limited in scope.  The Canadian Chamber recommends the federal 
government establish a Register of Prolific Offenders and a Register of 
Violent Offenders (the “Registries”) in consultation with the provinces and 
territories; amend the Criminal Code to create a new offense when a 
registered offender fails to advise of any change of name or address; give 
paramount importance to the need to allow unimpeded and immediate 
electronic access to the Registries for any legitimate law enforcement 
purpose; and determine how best to make the information in the Registries 
available for timely, electronic, access by member of the the public 
providing a reasonable, legitimate, “need to know” request. 
 
Crime in Canada 
To demonstrate its commitment to tackling crime and making Canadians 
more secure, the Canadian Chamber recommends the federal 
government work with all levels of government to take measures including, 
but not limited to, providing an additional $161M to fund the hiring of 1000 
more RCMP officers; providing the Public Prosecution Service of Canada 
with an additional $32M over two years; improving sentencing guidelines 
for serious crimes; revising the public policy underlying the Criminal Code 
to re-emphasize the protection of society and the responsibility of 
individuals for their criminal behaviour; improving addiction and mental 
health treatment; and addressing underlying social conditions and 
influences that contribute to crime. 
 
The full texts of these resolutions are attached and I would be pleased to 
discuss them with you. 
 
Sincerely, 

Perrin Beatty 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Attachments 
 
c.c.  John Sims, Deputy Minister, Justice Canada 
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