
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 23, 2009 
 
 
The Honourable Gerry Ritz, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
930 Carling Avenue, Sir John Carling Building, Floor 9 
Ottawa, ON   K1A 0C5 
 
 
Dear Minister: 
 
 
In October, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce concluded its 79th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) in Quebec City.  One of the highlights of Chamber’s AGM is the 
Policy Session.  It is during the Policy Session that resolutions submitted by local 
chambers of commerce and boards of trade from across the country are debated and 
voted on by accredited delegates.  Once approved, these resolutions become the 
policy position of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce for three years.  This year our 
delegates issued a clear and decisive national policy mandate that we intend to 
pursue vigorously with the federal government over the coming months.   
 
Beyond those issues we have already brought to your attention, our renewed national 
policy mandate includes a number of additional issues that fall within your portfolio.  
Accordingly, we would like to discuss these issues with you directly in the near future.  
 
“Grown in Canada” Label – Marketing the Nation’s Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Products: The Canadian Chamber applauds the government’s plan to modernize 
federal guidelines governing the use of the “Made in Canada” and “Product in 
Canada” labels. This way, Canadian consumers will be able to more easily identify 
the Canadian content in food products. Moving forward, we recommend that the 
federal government introduce a voluntary branding theme for 100 percent Canadian 
grown product. Further, we should avoid mandatory country of origin labeling and any 
label regulations with product description requirements that discriminate against 
imported products. The federal government should also make additions to the 
appropriate legislation, respecting “Made in Canada” rules, by adding a separate 
“Grown in Canada” marker for 100 percent Canadian product.  
 
Compensation and Response Procedures for Plant, Animal, and Food Health 
Related Emergencies: All agriculture sectors in Canada are exposed to the risk of 
infection or contamination that on occasion results in catastrophic losses. Other than 
animals (Health of Animals Act), farmers and food producers are not protected from a 
plant and food health emergencies. Only costs related to the treatment, storage, and 
disposal of crops or products are remunerated to the producers. We recommend that 
the federal government establish a compensation program pursuant to the Plant 
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Protection Act similar to what is in the Health of Animals Act. Further, we recommend 
organizing a panel of public sector and private sector stakeholders to develop and 
implement a national response protocol for all plant, animal, and food health 
emergencies.  
 
Expedited Application and Funding Approval Process for Bio-Product 
Applications:  We recommend that the federal government expedite the approval 
process for all incentive programs related to renewable chemicals, fuels, bio-
composites and evolving industrial bio-product applications.  
 
Agriculture can help Canada meet its Greenhouse Gas Targets: Agriculture is a 
sector that can be an important part of Canada’s efforts to reduce its net greenhouse 
gas emissions, particularly through the generation of offset credits. For agriculture to 
have a positive impact on greenhouse gas reductions, three things need to be 
developed: 

• More protocols for agriculture; 
• A cohesive National Program for all producers to participate in over GHG 

reduction; and 
• A streamlined, cost-effective system to facilitate registration, verification, and 

clear offset processes on a national basis. 
  
The full text of these resolutions is attached and we look forward to receiving your 
response to these important proposals. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Perrin Beatty 
President and CEO 
 
Attachments 
 
CC: Yaprak Baltacioglu, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, Agriculture 

and Agri-Food Canada Canada 
 Carole Swan, President, Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
 Pierre Lemieux, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture 








