
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 23, 2009 
 
 
 
Hon. Leona Aglukkaq, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Health 
70 Colombine Driveway 
Tunney's Pasture 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0K9  
 
 
Dear Minister: 
 
 
In October, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce concluded its 79th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) in Quebec City.  One of the highlights of Chamber’s AGM is the 
Policy Session.  It is during the Policy Session that resolutions submitted by local 
chambers of commerce and boards of trade from across the country are debated and 
voted on by accredited delegates.  Once approved, these resolutions become the 
policy position of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce for three years.  This year our 
delegates issued a clear and decisive national policy mandate that we intend to 
pursue vigorously with the federal government over the coming months.   
 
Our renewed national policy mandate includes an issue that falls within your portfolio.   
 
Defining Sustainable Universal Publicly Funded Health Care for all Canadians 
in This Time of Healthcare Reform: True reform of the Canadian healthcare system 
requires re-negotiation of the Canada Health Act (CHA). The Canadian Chamber 
recommends that the federal government work with provincial and territorial 
governments to support patient-focused funding; and that the delivery of publicly-
funded services be opened to private, regulated, health provider competition and 
innovation with the expectation that all regulated healthcare providers work within the 
scope and practice standards of their specific regulating body. 
 
Biopharmaceuticals – Healthcare as an Economic and Competitiveness Driver: 
Canada must re-establish itself as a favourable destination for research and 
development investments in order to remain competitive in a knowledge-based 
economy.  Having a robust pharmaceutical industry results in better patient 
outcomes, job creation and a stronger economy overall.  As part of an improved 
pharmaceutical policy, the government must address: better protection of intellectual 
property rights; improving the drug review and approval process; and allowing better 
access to drugs.   
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The full text of this resolution is attached and we would be pleased to discuss it with 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 

Perrin Beatty 
President and CEO 

 
 

cc: Colin Carrie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health 
      Morris Rosenberg, Deputy Minister, Health Canada 
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