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July 9, 2010 

An Open Letter to the Premiers of the Provinces and  
Territories of Canada 

Dear Premiers: 

Our associations jointly represent hundreds of thousands of businesses in every sector, of every 
size and in every province and territory of Canada. We advocate policies that benefit businesses 
and communities across this country. 

Canada should pursue all opportunities to assist its businesses to grow and expand their 
markets, both foreign and domestic. We firmly believe that there is an urgent need for all the 
provinces and territories to enhance their access to international markets, which will allow them 
to adapt to economic shifts, expand their global customer base, raise their appeal as destinations 
for overseas direct investment, boost business competitiveness, and create the jobs which will 
allow communities and families from coast-to-coast to prosper.  

To that end, we strongly support an ambitious, timely and successful conclusion to the Canada-
EU Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) negotiations. Our members view 
Europe as a prime market for their goods and services, and as a key source of investment. The 
EU is Canada’s second largest trade and investment partner, and a vast market of nearly 500 
million consumers. 

With the fourth round of negotiations due to begin next week, we call upon the provincial and 
territorial governments to continue playing an active role in the discussions, and to continue 
ambitiously contributing to the negotiation process so as to reach a successful final agreement, 
which will benefit the national, provincial and territorial economies. 

A successful Canada-EU CETA is vital for strengthening the ability of the provinces and 
territories to access trade and investment opportunities for their resources, manufactured goods 
and services globally, and to expand the quantity and quality of jobs associated with these 
sectors in the interest of our communities. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
The Honourable Perrin Beatty 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
The Canadian Chamber of Commerce 
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Ken Kobly 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Alberta Chambers of Commerce 
 

 
Bill Denyar 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Atlantic Provinces Chambers of Commerce 
 

 
 
 
Chris West 
President 
Baffin Regional Chamber of Commerce 

 
John Winter 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
BC Chamber of Commerce 
 

 
Françoise Bertrand 
Chief Executive Officer 
Fédération des chambres de commerce du 
Québec (FCCQ) 
 

 
 
Graham Starmer 
President 
Manitoba Chambers of Commerce 
 

 
 
Peter D. Lindfield  
Chair of the Board of Directors  
New Brunswick Chamber of Commerce 
 

 

 
 
Tim Tucker 
Executive Director 
Nova Scotia Chambers of Commerce 

 

 
Peter Long 
Executive Director 
NWT Chamber of Commerce 

 
Len Crispino 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Ontario Chamber of Commerce 
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Steve McLellan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce 
 

 
Sandy Babcock 
President 
Yukon Chamber of Commerce 
 

 


